THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

According to Japanese annals, deities of the
mountains took the form of serpents,1

In these countries, the ritual connected with the
worship of the Sun and the Serpent was, in all
essential particulars, the same as that used in
India,

In the early centuries of the Christian era, the
Chinese Buddhist pilgrims, on their way to India,
found the Naga demi-gods in possession of all the
rivers and lakes in the countries through which
they passed.

In Thibet, springs, rivers, and lakes, are still
ruled by the Naga demi-gods, or Lu.a

A Naga king lives in a crystal palace in the
depths of lake Palti,

In 1882, the Grand Lama of Tashilunpo, who
was ill, having bathed in the hot springs of Barchu-
tsan without benefit, it was supposed that the
NUgas must have been offended in some way.
In consequence of this, religious services were
held, by the lamas, to propitiate the serpent
deities.a

Thus we find that, in Thibet, the worship of the
serpent gods is still conducted by Buddhist priests
as we have seen that it once was in India.

On the American continent, at the time of the

1 Nihongi, i, 208, i, 298.

a Sarat Chandra Das, Tibet, 139, 140.

3 Ib, 205.
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